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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8025

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Comm ttee on Natural Resources & Parks (originally sponsored
by Senators Jacobsen, Cke, Fraser, Kline, Spanel and Rasmussen)

Read first tinme 02/ 06/ 98.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

VWHEREAS, Washington state is honme to a | arge and diverse array of
fish and wildlife habitats and species, all of which require by |aw
sone | evel of protection and managenent by the departnent of fish and
wildlife and other local, state, and federal agencies; and

WHEREAS, A large majority of Washington's residents and visitors
actively pursue and enjoy the state’s diverse fish and wildlife
resources. For exanple, seventy-five percent of those who responded to
a 1996 opinion survey comm ssioned by the departnment of fish and
wldlife said that observing and |earning about songbirds and ot her
nongane w ldlife species is an inportant part of their lives; and

WHEREAS, WIldlife recreation is an inportant part of the state’'s
econony. For exanple, a 1991 survey conducted by the United States
fish and wildlife service showed that wildlife recreation accounted for
nore than three hundred fifty mllion dollars in annual retail sales,
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one hundred fifty mllion dollars in wages and sal aries, and al nost
ei ght thousand jobs in Washi ngton; and

VWHEREAS, The federal Pittnman-Robertson and Wal |l op- Breaux funds,
adm ni stered by the United States fish and wildlife service, have been
hi ghly successful in helping Washington and other states protect
sportfish and wildlife resources for many years. Pittman- Robertson and
Wal | op- Breaux funds accrue fromsnall federal excise taxes on firearns,
anmmuni tion, bows and arrows, fishing tackle, notor boat fuel, and small
engi ne fuel; and

WHEREAS, A simlar and proposed federal excise tax on selected
outdoor-rel ated products, including binoculars, field guides, tents,
and canoes woul d generate a new dedicated trust fund for state-|evel
fish and wldlife conservation, recreation, and education progranms. |f
passed, this new fund would provide a "third leg" to the Pittmn-
Robertson and Wall op-Breaux federal aid funds which could generate
three hundred fifty mllion dollars per year nationally; and

WHEREAS, An estimated eight toten mllion dollars of these federal
mat chi ng funds woul d accrue to the departnment of fish and wildlife each
year and would be used to address the critical needs of nongane
wildlife species, as well as the recreational and educational needs of
Washi ngton residents and visitors, especially those who enj oy observing
and | earni ng about our state’s diverse fish and wildlife resources. Up
to forty percent of Washington’s share of the Teaming Wth WIldlife
funds would be made available to the state parks and recreation
conmi ssion, other state and | ocal agenci es, and conservati on groups for
approved wildlife recreation, education and conservation projects;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Congress
pass | egislation proposed by the national Fish and Wldlife D versity
Initiative, or Teamng Wth WIdlife canpaign, to create a new
dedicated trust fund for state-level fish and wildlife nanagenent,
whi ch would be administered by the United States fish and wldlife
servi ce.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.
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